
You may have your own network of connections for selecting a textbook from a publisher. If not, let us 
know and we can send emails of inquiry to our three largest publishers (e.g., Pearson, McGrawHill, 
Cengage) for getting their feedback on possible titles.

One of our preferences is to have developers consider titles in special ebook catalogues from EBSCO and 
ProQuest vendors. These are catalogues that allow you to search for titles that can be purchased by the Library 
(one-time fee) but made available to everyone for free using Universal Access license options. We can set you up 
with your own account or you can ask us to search based on key terms for your area of expertise.

Course Development Library Basics

1 Textbook Selection
There are many different options for considering Textbook selection. 
Here are three primary methods.

Selecting from a Traditional Publishera.

Selecting from Special Ebook Catalogues (Preferred Method)  b.



The Open Access movement has grown considerably making viable options accessible online, such as the 
BC Campus open text site, or the Directory of Open Access ebooks.  It’s important to note that Open Access is 
still fairly limited in the topic breadth so specialized resources may not be available yet for your topics.  

2 Course Pack (via the Bookstore)

Sometimes a developer wants to use resources ‘not’ in our collection (and not available online for 
free). For example, a developer may wish to use specific journal or magazine articles from their own 
personal collection or select one or more books chapters from different titles rather than assign a 
single textbook. These are resources that are ‘not’ in our collection or for free online.  In such cases, 
there are two different streams depending on the program of study. 

The Access Copyright License covers the Toronto Film School “oncampus” program, Interior Design and 
General Studies. No other programs are covered under this license agreement. The Access Copyright 
license usually covers up to 20% of a work’s content, and allows a developer to directly integrate the read-
ing’s full text into a course, such as our Moodle LMS.  However, you must search for the title in the Access 
Copyright repertoire. If your work is ‘not’ listed in their repertoire, you are not permitted to use it in your 
course. You would have to consider option B.  

Course Readings (via Access Copyright)a.

Open Accesc.



All other programs at YU must use the bookstore for their course packs. Again, we’re only talking about resources 
“not” in our collection, and “not” available online for free. This covers Toronto Film School “online”, Counselling 
Psychology, Business, Creative Arts, and Education. In such cases, the developer would create a detailed bibli-
ography with specific page numbers they intend to use from a resource, and submit it to the library for copyright 
vetting. The student would then purchase the approved course pack from the bookstore site.

Course Pack  (via the Bookstore)  b.

3 Discovery Service (links from your Course to the Library)
The primary way to access the library’s content is via our Discovery Service. This is the search engine 
located about mid-way down the library’s homepage. If you have any issues with access, please send your 
question to ASK YU for technical support.  By searching Discovery, you are searching our entire collection.



This is what the platform looks like when searched:

Although searching Discovery covers our ‘entire’ collection, you can also review the databases individually. 
For example, you can search just ProQuest database. You would not be searching the entire collection, but 
sometimes starting with a smaller search area can be constructive.



Search for the article in Discoverya.

You will then be taken into the EBSCO Platform.b.

Please note, although you can search any of our databases, the primary way to “link” a resource from your 
course readings to our library is via the Discovery service.
For example, I found the above article in ProQuest database titled “Hegel’s Realism: The Implicit Metaphysics of 
Self-Knowledge”.  However, to “link” the article from your course, you should use the Permalink from our Discov-
ery Service. So, you’d search the Discovery search box as shown below:



Select the article you want so you can see the detailed view.c.

Look to the far right of the screen, select “permalink”d.

Then you’ll see the Permalink Displayed on the page. e.
This is the link you use for course development to ensure students are linked to resources in your course 
in Moodle.
So, even if you find a great resource in our “ProQuest” database, we ask that you use the “Permalink” from 
the Discovery service for linking directly to resources (journals, ebooks, magazines, etc)  
Please note, this does not cover online resources such as websites.  In those cases, you would directly 
link to those sites you want students to review.   

Here is a link to a comprehensive webinar on Discovery.



4 Other Types of Resources (Pearson MyLab)
Sometimes developers will want to use special resources in their courses associated with a text-
book, such as Pearson MyLabs, Cengage MindTap, etc.  We would only want to promote such 
resources if they are ‘required’ for a class, as the integration, maintenance, and troubleshooting for 
just one of these products can be extensive. If they are ‘not’ critical for a course, we would ask you 
to reconsider promoting them.  If they are “required”, then you would let Library Services know this 
information in advance so we can prepare supportive resources/tutorials for helping students find, 
purchase, navigate and use such resources.

5 Assignment Clarification (using precise language)
We ask that you be as precise as possible when creating assignments regarding resources.  For 
example, it is common for developers to use language such as “Find at least 5 research articles”.  
But what is a research article?  Do you want them to find a “Peer reviewed journal article”?  Do you 
want that article to be empirical, that is having new qualitative or Quantitative data/information?  
The more specific you are in your language in assignments, the less confusion students will have at 
the time of assessing and completing them. If students can use statistics from authoritative sites, 
organizational or corporate knowledge, YouTube videos, etc. etc. then you would want to be clear 
that more than just peer-reviewed journal articles are acceptable for the assignment.  



6 Additional Supportive Academic Videos  
(Information Literacy Support)
We now have a new librarian, the Information Literacy and Academic Support Librarian, Nell Beaudry. Her 
position includes the creation of supportive academic guides, tutorials, videos, etc. to help students in all 
programs. If you have a recommendation for a specific type of support you feel would help your students 
(e.g., tutorial on navigating a Stats Canada site, how to do a lit review, etc.) then you can contact her for 
discussing the possibilities Nell Beaudry <nbeaudry@yorkvilleu.ca> 
Although there is no formal requirement to integrate Information Literacy goals into your course  
development at YU, it can be helpful to have an “Information Literacy perspective”. Here is an example  
of a site that provides different types of Information Literacy based assignments for Undergrads if you 
are interested in reviewing itfurther. Info Literacy Examples.

7 Special Note on Copyright
Please note, Yorkville University is a “for profit, private” institution and so does “not” operate under the 
typical expectations of “Fair Dealing” in Canada. Our status is extremely unclear in this regard, so we 
employ a conservative approach. For example, if you were creating a lecture, and wanted to use images, 
we ask that you use special web browser filters that display results that are free to use, such as with Bing 
search engine. There is no one department in charge of copyright at Yorkville University, so when you 
have questions, please feel free inquire further. 


